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REVIEW  

by a foreign scientific consultant on the dissertation work of Shynggys Nurgazy on the 

topic  

“Public Administration in Food Security in Kazakhstan: Methodology and Practices” 

  

The dissertation is devoted to a highly relevant and socially significant problem 

— the role of public governance in ensuring food security and its impact on the well-

being of low-income households in Kazakhstan. The research is timely, as 

contemporary food systems are increasingly influenced by economic instability, 

climate change, social inequality, and geopolitical risks, which makes food security a 

key component of national and social security. 

The dissertation is characterized by a high level of theoretical grounding. The 

author systematically analyzes classical and contemporary approaches to food 

security, governance, and resilience, integrating concepts from Good Governance 

Theory and Resilience Theory into a coherent analytical framework. This integration 

represents a significant theoretical contribution, as it allows food security to be 

interpreted not only as an economic or physical phenomenon, but also as a 

governance-dependent and socially mediated process. 

The methodological basis of the research is strong and diverse. The author 

employs a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, including 

bibliometric analysis, statistical modeling, structural equation modeling, and 

regression analysis. Empirical data were collected from low-income households in 

Kazakhstan, which provides the research with a solid empirical foundation and 

enhances its practical relevance. 

One of the most important scientific results of the dissertation is the 

development of an original conceptual and empirical model that explains the 

relationship between food security and well-being through the mediating role of 



resilience and the moderating role of government support. The author convincingly 

demonstrates that food security does not influence well-being directly only, but 

operates through adaptive capacities of households, while state support strengthens or 

weakens this relationship depending on its design and implementation. This finding 

represents a clear scientific novelty and fills an important gap in existing literature. 

The practical significance of the dissertation lies in the formulation of 

evidence-based policy recommendations aimed at improving public governance 

mechanisms in the field of food security, enhancing social protection instruments, 

and strengthening institutional coordination. These recommendations can be used by 

public authorities, policy-makers, and social organizations. 

The dissertation is logically structured, well-written, and clearly argued. The 

research objectives are fully achieved, and the hypotheses are empirically tested and 

validated. The conclusions are consistent with the research results and are properly 

justified. 

In my opinion, the dissertation fully meets the requirements for PhD-level 

research in terms of scientific novelty, theoretical contribution, methodological rigor, 

and practical relevance. The author has demonstrated a high level of academic 

competence, independence in research, and the ability to conduct complex 

interdisciplinary analysis. 

I conclude that the dissertation deserves a positive evaluation, and Shynggys 

Nurgazy deserves to be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in the 

field of Public Administration. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

Head of Sustainable Innovations Laboratory,         

Professor of Public Security Academy,  

Mykolas Romeris University . 

prof.habil.dr. Žaneta Simanavičienė 

A foreign scientific consultant on the dissertation work, prof.habil.dr.Žaneta Simanav ičienė 

 

 

  

 

 






